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RELEVANT FIELDS OF STUDY  
American	  Indian	  Studies	  
American	  Studies	  
Asian	  American	  Studies	  
Critical	  Race	  Studies	  

First	  Nations	  Studies	  
Japanese	  American	  Studies	  
Japanese	  Canadian	  Studies	  
Justice	  Studies	  

Prison	  Studies	  
Racial	  Formations	  
Reservations

	  
PRIMARY CONCEPTS 
Carceral	  State	  
Colonization	  
Cultural	  Labor	  

Dispossession	  and	  relocation	  
Interethnic	  coalition	  building	  
Racialization	  

Settler	  Colonialism	  
Settler	  State	  
Sovereignty	  

Japanese	  American	  internment/incarceration	  
	  

ISSUE SUMMARY 
This	  volume	  explores	  the	  related	  experiences	  of	  Indigenous	  and	  Asian	  immigrant	  communities	  in	  the	  U.S.	  and	  Canada	  of	  
settler	  colonialism	  and	  the	  carceral	  state.	  	  It	  promotes	  relational	  ethnic	  studies	  that	  explores	  how	  different	  groups’	  
relationships	  to	  the	  state	  and	  to	  each	  other	  are	  structured	  by	  settler	  colonial	  and	  carceral	  logics.	  
	  
ESSENTIAL READING 
Introductory	  Essay	  by	  Karen	  J.	  Leong	  and	  Myla	  Vicenti	  Carpio. 
 
KEY QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 
	  

a.   How	  does	  critical	  and	  relational	  analyses	  of	  colonization	  and	  settler	  colonialism	  foster	  dialogues	  about	  the	  ways	  in	  
which	  the	  settler	  colonial	  and	  carceral	  state	  seeks	  to	  promote	  differences	  between	  groups?	  How	  might	  these	  
dialogues	  contribute	  to	  greater	  awareness	  and	  collaboration	  in	  resisting	  the	  logics	  of	  the	  state?	  	  	  
See	  Juliana	  Hu	  Pegues,	  R.	  Vincent	  Moniz	  Jr.,	  and	  Tou	  SaiKo	  Lee,	  Wendy	  Yamashita,	  and	  Cynthia	  Wu.	  	  

b.   How	  has	  the	  dominant	  understanding	  of	  the	  World	  War	  II	  incarceration	  of	  Japanese	  Americans	  in	  the	  United	  
States	  obscured	  the	  longer	  history	  of	  the	  removal,	  dispossession	  and	  genocide	  of	  American	  Indians?	  	  How	  does	  
the	  work	  of	  Horiuchi,	  Leong	  and	  Vicenti	  Carpio,	  and	  Phu	  provide	  different	  perspectives	  about	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  
American	  Indians	  and	  Japanese	  Americans	  both	  experienced	  carceral	  logics,	  and	  how	  were	  Japanese	  Americans	  
mobilized	  by	  the	  state	  to	  justify	  ongoing	  settler	  colonialism?	  

c.   The	  authors	  in	  this	  volume	  use	  different	  media	  and	  research	  to	  engage	  with	  the	  different	  carceral	  and	  colonial	  
logics.	  How	  are	  these	  different	  approaches	  useful	  to	  better	  understand	  the	  complexity	  of	  the	  ways	  diverse	  
histories	  and	  carceral	  logics	  intersect	  and	  result	  in	  shared	  experiences?	  	  

	  
	  
RELATED CENTER PUBLICATIONS 
•   Amerasia	  special	  issues	  on	  Civil	  Rights	  and	  Law	  Parts	  1	  &	  2	  (2:2	  and	  3:1);	  Japanese	  Americans	  in	  the	  1930s	  and	  1940s	  

(13:2);	  Japanese	  American	  Internment:	  Fiftieth	  Anniversary	  Commemorative	  Issue	  (19:1);	  Whose	  Vision?	  Asian	  
American	  Settler	  Colonialism	  in	  Hawai’I	  (26:2);	  Asians	  in	  the	  Americas	  (28:2);	  Pacific	  Canada:	  Beyond	  the	  49th	  Parallel	  
(33:2);	  Transoceanic	  Flow:	  Pacific	  Islander	  Interventions	  Across	  the	  American	  Empire	  (37:3);	  Indigenous	  Asias	  (41:1).	  

•   Conrat,	  Maisie	  and	  Richard.	  Executive	  Order	  9066	  
•   Herzig-‐Yoshinaga,	  Aiko	  and	  Marjorie	  Lee.	  Speaking	  Out	  for	  Personal	  Justice:	  	  Site	  Summaries	  of	  Testimonies	  and	  

Witnesses	  Registry	  from	  the	  U.S.	  Commission	  on	  Wartime	  Relocation	  &	  Internment	  of	  Civilians	  Hearings	  (CWRIC)	  
	  

SUGGESTED READING  
	  
•   Drinnon,	  Richard.	  Keeper	  of	  concentration	  camps:	  Dillon	  S.	  Myer	  and	  American	  racism.	  University	  of	  California	  Press	  

(1987)	  
•   Kogawa,	  Joy.	  Obasan.	  Anchor	  Reprint	  edition	  (1994).	  
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•   Okimoto,	  Ruth	  Yoshiko.	  Sharing	  a	  Desert	  Home:	  Life	  on	  the	  Colorado	  River	  Indian	  Reservation,	  Poston,	  Arizona,	  1942-‐
1945.	  Heyday	  Books	  (2001).	  

•   Tajiri,	  Rea,	  dir.	  History	  and	  Memory:	  For	  Akiko	  and	  Takashige.	  DVD.	  Women	  Make	  Movies	  (1991).	  	  
•   Fixico,	  Donald	  L.	  Termination	  and	  Relocation.	  Federal	  Indian	  Policy,	  1945-‐1960.	  University	  of	  New	  Mexico	  Press,	  

(1986).	  
•   Fujikane,	  Candace	  and	  Jonathan	  Okamura.	  Asian	  American	  Settler	  Colonialism:	  From	  Local	  Governance	  to	  the	  Habits	  

of	  Everyday	  Life	  in	  Hawai'i.	  University	  of	  Hawai'i	  Press	  (2008).	  
•   Wilkins,	  David	  E.,	  and	  Heidi	  Kiiwetinepinesiik	  Stark.	  American	  Indian	  politics	  and	  the	  American	  political	  system.	  

Rowman	  &	  Littlefield	  Publishers	  (2010).	  
•   Flanagan,	  Tom.	  First	  nations?	  Second	  thoughts.	  McGill-‐Queen's	  Press-‐MQUP	  (2008).	  
•   The	  Works	  of	  Ten	  Contemporary	  Native	  American	  Poets	  at	  http://flavorwire.com/491301/the-‐works-‐of-‐10-‐

contemporary-‐native-‐american-‐poets	  


